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gulf, there are 32 million acres under 
lease and only 6 million acres of that 32 
million are actually drilled and pro-
duced. 

There is ample opportunity for addi-
tional domestic energy production on 
top of the substantial increase of pro-
duction that has occurred over the 
course of the last several years if we 
would stop fighting about this, if we 
would stop beating each other over the 
head politically with this and get seri-
ous. 

Senator CARPER remembers when he 
and I were young Congressmen, we had 
a good example of leadership. We had 
Tip O’Neill, the Speaker in the House, 
and we had Bob Michel, the Republican 
leader. The two of them would get into 
their fights but they were personal 
friends, so at the end of the day when 
it was time to stop talking and get to-
gether and build consensus to get a 
workable solution, they could do it. We 
need that kind of model operating in 
Washington, DC, and State capitals 
around the country. 

Mr. CARPER. Amen. 
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TRIBUTE TO ROSEMARY 
ARMSTRONG 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Madam 
President, I came to the floor today be-
cause I want to congratulate a Flo-
ridian, Rosemary Armstrong, along 
with her husband Sandy Weinberg. I 
want to congratulate Rosemary be-
cause she has been such a long-time ad-
vocate of pro bono legal work in our 
State. 

She is a marvelous lawyer, a grad-
uate of Columbia, and why she is to be 
congratulated at this point is that she 
has received the 2012 Tobias Simon Pro 
Bono Service Award. It is the highest 
honor in the State of Florida bar for 
pro bono legal work in our State. 

This year marks the 30th anniversary 
of the Tobias Simon award, and it was 
named after the well-known civil 
rights attorney in Florida. The award 
honors the work of private lawyers for 
30 years now, who provide free vol-
untary legal services to the poor. 

Over the past 25 years, Rosemary has 
used her time and she has used her tal-
ent to provide those pro bono legal 
services. She has volunteered with the 
Tampa Bay Area Legal Services Volun-
teer Lawyers Program since 1986. She 
has donated 1,200 pro bono hours di-
rectly to serve those in need. She was 
elected to the Bay Area Legal Services 
Board and she served as a board mem-
ber for 22 years. She has served as 
president of that board for 3 years. 

Rosemary has handled so many cases 
in so many areas of the law, including 
elder law, housing, and juvenile de-
pendency cases. Of particular note is 
the significance of her work with vic-
tims of domestic violence. Rosemary 
was recognized last year for her work 
with the Florida Bar President’s Pro 
Bono Service Award. 

This award is further recognition of 
her commitment and dedication to 

making sure everyone is well rep-
resented when they have to go through 
the legal process. She is supported by 
her family. She is supported by her 
husband, a fellow lawyer, Sandy 
Weinberg. 

Again, congratulations, Rosemary 
Armstrong, for receiving the Tobias 
Simon Pro Bono Service Award. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MANCHIN). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MATT RUTHERFORD 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I come 
to the floor today to speak about a 
truly remarkable American—a truly 
remarkable visionary, a dreamer, an 
adventurer, a doer, and, most impor-
tant, a young man who has devoted 
himself to the service to others far and 
above the normal call of duty. This 
young man’s name is Matt Rutherford. 
I will tell my colleagues about him and 
his remarkable adventure and his feat 
that has been unparalleled. 

He is a 30-year-old Ohioan, and here 
is what he has been doing since June 13 
of last year. On June 13 of last year, he 
set sail in his 36-year-old, 27-foot Albin 
Vega boat named St. Brendan. He left 
Annapolis, MD, on June 13, 2011, and is 
attempting to sail nearly 25,000 miles 
from Annapolis, MD, up the east coast, 
all the way around Newfoundland, up 
by Greenland, through the Northwest 
Passage, all the way over to Alaska, 
then from Alaska all the way down to 
Cape Horn, around Cape Horn, up 
South America, and back into Annap-
olis. Now, what is so remarkable about 
that? Well, it has never been done be-
fore. He is doing this solo, and he is 
doing it nonstop. Think about that. He 
has never touched land and has not 
stopped since he left here 289 days ago. 

The trip has taken Matt through 
some of the Earth’s most treacherous 
oceans, including the Arctic Ocean, the 
oceans up around Alaska, Aleutian 
Straits, of course all the way down 
through the Pacific, around treach-
erous Cape Horn, and all this in a 27- 
foot boat, the kind of boat most sailors 
would maybe be comfortable on off the 
Eastern Shore in the Chesapeake Bay 
but not on a journey such as this. As I 
said, he has not set foot on dry land for 
the entire journey—a remarkable ad-
venture. 

If my colleagues wish to learn more 
about him, they can go to his Web site, 
which is called www.solotheamericas 
.org, and they can read all about his 
amazing journey. He updates his trip. 
The last update was yesterday. He is 
right now east of Cuba and the Domini-
can Republic, right down here, and his 

last posting was what he called ‘‘Home 
Stretch.’’ He hopes to enter the Chesa-
peake Bay by April 12, making his first 
landfall in nearly a year in Annapolis 
on April 13. 

The Scott Polar Institute in Cam-
bridge, England, has recognized Matt 
as the first person in history to make 
it through the fabled Northwest Pas-
sage alone, nonstop, and on such a 
small sailboat. It has never been done 
before. One would think that would be 
enough. No. He has continued on his in-
credible, remarkable journey. 

Now, one might say: Why is he doing 
that? He is just doing it to set a record. 

He has set a lot of records already. 
Why is he doing it? He is doing it to 
raise money for Chesapeake Region Ac-
cessible Boating. It is an Annapolis- 
based organization to provide sailing 
opportunities for physically or develop-
mentally disabled people—for kids and 
young people who are disabled but who 
like to sail. And this organization, 
Chesapeake Region Accessible Boating, 
does just that—provides them that op-
portunity. 

I had the privilege of talking to Matt 
Rutherford last week. He called me on 
his satellite phone. It was an exciting 
phone call for me because I have 
watched—I don’t know Matt Ruther-
ford personally, but I have watched his 
journey, and, of course, I am very en-
thused about the Chesapeake Region 
Accessible Boating organization. So in 
talking with him by phone I was really 
impressed by his courage, his char-
acter, his audacity. Above all, I am im-
pressed by the fact that he is doing this 
for a cause larger than himself to make 
it possible for more people with disabil-
ities to share in his passion for sailing. 

Helen Keller once said, ‘‘It is a ter-
rible thing to see and yet have no vi-
sion.’’ Well, Matt Rutherford has the 
gift of sight. He also has the gift of vi-
sion and indomitable courage. He is 
one of those remarkable human beings 
who dream big, who are driven by big 
challenges, who refuse to accept the 
limits and the boundaries that so- 
called reasonable people want to place 
on us. What is more, he has placed him-
self in the service of others less fortu-
nate than himself. 

As the lead sponsor of the Americans 
With Disabilities Act, I am particu-
larly impressed that Matt is using his 
voyage to raise money to help people 
with disabilities to partake in this 
wonderful pastime of sailing—some-
thing which I have enjoyed all my 
adult life since I was in the Navy. He is 
doing this so that children and adults 
can have the same opportunity. The 
reason I am so enthused about this is 
that one of the fundamental aspects of 
the ADA—the Americans With Disabil-
ities Act—is that people with disabil-
ities should be able to participate fully 
in all aspects of society, and that in-
cludes access to recreational opportu-
nities such as sailing, which can be ex-
hilarating and empowering for children 
and adults with a wide range of disabil-
ities. 
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